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SUBJECT: Indo-Pakistan Nuclear Dialogue
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become feasible to wln Congressional approval of continua-
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If our proposal was put first to India, Paklstan rould
consider our fallure to consult wlth lt ln advance concernlng
an inltlaElve relat,ed to lts relations wich Ind[a as serlously
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Even with a nuclear dialogue well underway, the efforB
to contlnue nuclear su could entail too hi h a Iitrca 1

cos or e n s ra ona r S o e ea
since India belleves ltse1t entltJ.eo tot ne tue 1,
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NEA believes lt would be nore effective to use our modest
lnfluence through our Ambassadors'. lritervention to help cata-
lyze gulet. dlscussions by the partlee'themselves ulthout the
vtsibiftty and degree of lnvolvement that a speclal emlssary
would brtng. Fallure to take any measure at, all wogld also
lncrease the uulnerabiltty of the Adnlnistratlon to- critlclsm
should a subcontinental nuclear ann6 race later develop. This
inlElative would leave'. us free after the visit of Brltlsh
Minlster of State llurd to India and the Foreign Minlstersr
rneetlng to consider further action. Finally, lt rould avoid
a ffgh[ with Congress over nuc]ear guPP]y to TaraPYf (while
not iecessarily foreclosing our reviewing the Possibility of
such suppty as circunstances develop).

(C) PM would be even more restralned and ProPo ses that the
U.S. refrain from an actlon until after the Indo-PAK Forei n
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cons u w e s on e ss o e r
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pM fears that even action at the Ambassadorlal level [s
likety to be seen as an unwanted intruslon into a bilateral
issue-already under discussion. And if outside intervention
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with a atlve lssue to the detriment of our regtonal
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Indeed 1 a htgh profile U.S. lnltiative could well be counter-

Productive for our non-proliferation goals if tt weakens our

evolving ties to Islamabad '
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ncen ves a es ave o re6Pon Je' provide
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suPPor ri ve fashion.
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RECOI'IHENDATIONS I

l. That you approve Option (A) that we seek Presldential
approval to send a Speclal Envoy on a very prlvate basis to
India and Paklstan (supported by M? S/P, OES and ACDA; OES
woul'd prefer your undertaklng the approach personally, but
supports Optlon (A) 1f your vislt to the region is unlikely
to be rescheduled wlthln the nexE nronth or Eo).

Approve Di sapprove

toriun, and that, we conslder further actlon followlng dls-
euBsions between the Forelgn l,tinletersr EDd the British vislt
( favored by NEA).

Approve Dlsapprove

3. That you aPProve Option (C) that the'U.S. should refraln
from any action on this lssue untll after the Indo-PAK Forelgn
Ministelts meetlng and t6e Britlsh visit, whereupon we should
consult wlth the British on the posslblltty of thelr ralslng
the Indo-Pakistan nuclear issue with l.trs. Gandhl in London ln
late March (favored by PM).

Approv e Dl sapprove

2. lhat you aPProve Optton (
cautlous soundlngs and, as seems f
tha Foretgn Hinlsters to dlscuss a

Drafted:

Clearances s

Bl that our Anbassadors take
easlbler gutetly encourage
nuclear explosives [oEr-
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AdditionaL views from ACDA and INR are appended separatelv.
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